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Queenie Nichols 
Director, U.S. Paralympics Swimming 
 
Queenie Nichols currently serves as the director for U.S. Paralympics Swimming. In this position she 
leads the development and implementation of the U.S. Paralympics Swimming High Performance plans. 
She oversees the day-to-day operations of the U.S. Paralympics Swimming national team program along 
with communication with coaches, athletes and other staff.  She continues to organize and run Para 
swimming events across the country, including the U.S. Paralympics Swimming National Championships 
each year.   
 
Queenie began working with U.S. Paralympics Swimming in 2005 as the meet manager for the U.S. 
Paralympics Swimming Championships. She was selected to be the assistant team leader for U.S. 
Paralympics Swimming at the 2008 Paralympic Games and the team leader for the 2012 Paralympic 
Games. Queenie was the head coach at the 2015 IPC World Championships. She has filled every role 
within U.S. Paralympics Swimming teams including head coach, assistant coach, and PCA. 
 
Prior to working with the USOC, Queenie spent 22 years in special education as an administrator and 
teacher. She was also an assistant swim coach with Rocket Aquatics in Syracuse, New York for four 
years. Queenie is a graduate of Nazareth College with a bachelor’s degree in special education and 
SUNY Oswego with a master’s degree in education and Certificate of Advanced Study in administration.   
 
 
 

Peggy Ewald 
Contractor, U.S. Paralympics Swimming 

Coach Ewald is a ASCA Level 4 certified swimming coach in three areas including age group, NCAA and 
disability swimming and has 26 years of coaching experience working with novice athletes to national 
champions.  

Ewald finished her 14th season as head coach of the Ohio Northern University men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving programs. Ewald was also an assistant coach at ONU in 2003-04 prior to becoming 
head coach in 2004. In her first 14 seasons at the helm, Ewald guided the men’s team to Ohio Athletic 
Conference Championships titles in 12 of those years and the women’s team to seven OAC titles. She 
was named the OAC Men’s Coach of the Year eight times and the OAC Women’s Coach of the Year six 
times. 

Peggy is a Level 3 coach on U.S. Paralympics Swimming travel list. She also works with the team as a 
coach, education liaison and recruiter for the U.S. Paralympics Swimming National Team. She brings vast 
experience working with the USOC and Paralympics and with collegiate swimming.  

Peggy began working with U.S. Paralympics Swimming in 2007 as the head coach for Team USA at the 
2007 Para Pan Am Games. She was selected to be the assistant coach for the U. S. Paralympics 
Swimming team at the 2008 Paralympic Games and the team leader for the 2011 Para Pan Am Games in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. She was the assistant head coach for the 2018 Pan Pacific Championships and the 
head coach at the World Series Italy 2018.  


